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The Environmental Education Association of Illinois is eager to invite everyone to the Touch of Nature 
Environmental Center, Makanda, Illinois on April 15-18, 2010 for an outdoor learning experience like no other! 
¢ƘŜ ά{ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ Lƭƭƛƴƻƛǎ 9Ŏƻ-9ȄŎǳǊǎƛƻƴǎέ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳbine field experiences and environmental education 
components that are sure to refresh and rejuvenate any and all teaching methods. Southern Illinois is well-
known for rich and diverse natural areas and this conference will give you an up-close and in-depth 
educational tour of these special and unique areas.  This event will give participants an opportunity to connect 
with the ƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ  Lǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ wŜƎƛƻƴ ǳƴǘƛƭ нлмрΗ   
 

CONFERENCE LOCATION 

{ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ Lƭƭƛƴƻƛǎ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ ¢ƻǳŎƘ ƻŦ bŀǘǳǊŜ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŜƛƎƘǘ ƳƛƭŜǎ ǎƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ /ŀǊōƻƴŘŀƭŜ 

in the sandstone bluffs of southern Illinois.  The 3,100 acre facility contains wooded trails and two separate 

camps with rustic cabins, dining hall, and lodging accommodations.  Our center is situated on the west side of 

the 1000 acre Little Grassy Lake, and is bordered by Crab Orchard National Wildlife Refuge, the Shawnee 

National Forest, and Giant City State Park.  Facilities are used year-round for environmental education 

programs, therapeutic recreation programs, outdoor recreation activities, youth at-risk programming, 

conferences, and other private gatherings.  CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŎƘŜŎƪ ¢ƻǳŎƘ ƻŦ bŀǘǳǊŜΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΥ 

www.ton.siu.edu 

 

EEAI AWARDS CEREMONY 

The Environmental Educŀǘƛƻƴ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ LƭƭƛƴƻƛǎΩ !wards program exists to recognize and encourage 

excellence in the field of environmental education.  On Friday evening, two awards will be presented.  One of 

which include the Malcolm D. Swan Award for Outstanding Service presented for long-term, outstanding service 

and contribution to the field of environmental education in Illinois and is the AssocƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇǊŜǎǘƛƎƛƻǳǎ 

honor The second award will be for the Formal Environmental Educator of the Year which is intended to give 

recognition to the efforts of those delivering the environmental education message to the public. This person 

ƻǊ ƎǊƻǳǇ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ άƧǳǎǘ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ƨƻōέ ōǳǘ ŀǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǎƻ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƻ ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ 99!LΦ .Ŝ ƻƴ ƘŀƴŘ 

to congratulate the inspirational nominees and winners of this event.   

 

SILENT AUCTION  

Take home something education, practical, or just plain fun from the conference by bidding on fabulous 

merchandise at the silent auction!  Proceeds will go towards the EEAI Educator Mini-Grant Program, which 

assists formal and non-formal educators in the purchase of educational needs and tools.  Bring your 

checkbook, credit cards and bid, bid, bid for the worthwhile cause! 

 

We still have need for quality items, preferably $50 and higher in value.  Please contact Kate Hellgren at 

kateh4@siu.edu or 618-453-1122 ext 250, if you have something to donate. 

mailto:kateh4@siu.edu


MEALS 

All meals will be served at Touch of Nature Environmental Center.  Vegetarian options are available.  Please 

indicate preference on registration form. 

 

CASH BAR 

Beer and wine are available each evening.  

 

LODGING OPTIONS  

Conference participants are invited to stay on-site Thursday evening through Sunday morning.  The following 

lodging options are available.  Please visit http://www.ton.siu.edu/index.php/Conference-

Services/Accomodations.html to view accommodation choices.  On the registration form please indicate your 

choice and circle nights for which you are making your reservation. 

1) Little Grassy Lodge -Hotel-style room with private bathroom.  Heat and Air. 

Queen- Room with one queen bed - $68 per room/night  

Double ς Room with two double beds - $68 per room/night *  

Twin ς Room with two twin beds - $58 per room/night *  

2) Morris and Shawnee Lodges - Dorm-style room with two twin beds and shared bathroom. 

Double occupancy - $40 per room/night *  

3) L.B. Sharpe Lodge - Dorm-style room with two bunk beds and shared bathroom. 

 This is a female-only building - $40 per room/night *  

4) Super Cabins ς One-room cabin with twelve bunk beds - $10 per bed/night  

Bring your own linens or have Touch of Nature provide them for $13.00! 

One set of linens includes 1 pillow and case, 1 flat and 1 fitted sheet, 1 blanket, 

1 towel, 1 wash cloth. 

5) Tent Site ς  Flat site with access to bath house - $5 per site/night  

 

Share a room and reduce your lodging costs!  For example, share a Twin Room in Little Grassy Lodge and pay 

only $29 per bed.  If you want that same room for yourself, its cost is $58. 
 

*You may choose a roommate or have one assigned to you. 

 

SCHOLARSHIPS 

Limited Scholarships are available for the Annual Meeting and Southern Illinois Eco-Excursions! 

If you are a current member of the Environmental Education Association of Illinois, contact your regional 

director below for scholarship information no later than March 31: 

ω bƻǊǘƘǿŜǎǘ wŜƎƛƻƴ - Jennie Bunde at jennifer.bunde@gmail.com  

ω ²Ŝǎǘ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ wŜƎƛƻƴ - Paula Edgar at 217-641-4555 or edgar@jwcc.edu  

ω 9ŀǎǘ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ wŜƎƛƻƴ - Stacey Clementz at 217-896-2455 or sclementz@ccfpd.org 

ω {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ wŜƎƛƻƴ - Kate Hellgren at 618-453-112, ext. 250 or kateh4@siu.edu 

ω Northeast Region ς Due to generous scholarship-fund allocation for the 2009 Midwest EE Conference, no  

               scholarships will be awarded for this event.  

 

mailto:jennifer.bunde@gmail.com
mailto:edgar@jwcc.edu
mailto:sclementz@ccfpd.org
mailto:kateh4@siu.edu


CONTINUING PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT UNITS (CPDUs) 

The Environmental Education Association of Illinois is an ISBE Certified Recertification Provider #101849.  Visit 

the Registration Table each day, post-activity to receive CPDUs. Thursday 9:00 PM, Friday 4:00-5:00 PM, 

Saturday 4:30 PM- 5:30 PM.  

 

T-SHIRTS 

Environmental Education Association of Illinois T-shirts will also be sold during the conference so come prepared to re-

stock your closet with a fantastic selection of environmentally-friendly clothing from EEAI!  



ECO-EXCURSION AND ACTIVITY DESCRIPTIONS 

 

Thursday Afternoon, April 15, 2010: 

 

Flying WILD ς 1:00-4:30PM ς Linda Hauser, Shawnee National Forest; 3 CPDUs, $15.00 Fee 

Flying WILD is an exciting new education program that provides interactive, interdisciplinary, 

standards-based activities to help students understand the importance of migratory birds and their 

conservation.  Targeted for the middle grades and adaptable to other levels, the program includes 

teacher-led, student-led and volunteer-led learning activities which provide opportunities to engage 

students in real-world learning.  Topics ranging from basic bird biology, identification and ecology, to 

bird conservation service learning activities such as bird festivals and monitoring projects promote 

greater environmental stewardship. 

 

Thursday Evening, April 15, 2010 

 

Shawnee Talking Wands - Randy Osborn; Boys and Girls Club, Director 

The Shawnee Talking Wand Project grew out of years of craftwork, leadership in youth and family 

programs, study of Native American art and culture, experiential education, and love of the outdoors.  

Lǘ ŎƻƳōƛƴŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴΣ ŦŀƴǘŀǎȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƳȅǎǘŜǊȅ ƻŦ aŀƎƛŎ ²ŀƴŘǎΣ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƪƛƴƎ {ǘƛŎƪΩǎ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊƛƴƎ 

communication and group building and awareness of our local natural environment.  Participants will 

all receive a Shawnee Talking Wand as part of their registration package. 

 

"The World According to John Muir" - A living history performance by John B. Wallace 

Known as the Father of Yosemite, John Muir (1838-1914) made the 

American Wilderness his lifework. This naturalist, writer, explorer and 

pioneer ecologist popularized the cause of conservation - at a time when 

natural resources seemed inexhaustible. While Muir has been credited as 

being the architect of the National Park idea, he was also a spirit so free 

that to prepare for an expeditiƻƴΣ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƳŜǊŜƭȅ άǘƘǊƻǿ ǎƻƳŜ ǘŜŀ ŀƴŘ 

ōǊŜŀŘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀƴ ƻƭŘ ǎŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ƧǳƳǇ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪ ŦŜƴŎŜΦέ ¢ƘŜ ǎŜƭŦ-described 

ά¢ǊŀƳǇΣέ drew recognition for his wilderness expertise from presidents 

and poets alike. 

 

John Muir enters the room and the audience is spellbound.  And so begins 

an enlightening adventure with a nature lover extraordinaire! A superb 

program!  -Jenny Skufca, Natural Areas Defense Specialist, Illinois Nature 

Preserves Commission 



 

John B. Wallace has performed as John Muir for audiences throughout the Midwest for 
more than eight years, and has been featured in the Chicago Tribune. As an 
environmental educator and activist for the past two decades, John has worked for 
{ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ Lƭƭƛƴƻƛǎ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ ¢ƻǳŎƘ ƻŦ bŀǘǳǊŜ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ /ŜƴǘŜǊΣ [ŀƴŘ CƻǊ [ŜŀǊƴing 
Institute and the City of Carbondale. With a degree in Plant & Soil Science from SIUC, 
he is active in many local conservation organizations and serves on the Board of 
Directors for the Illinois Audubon Society (IAS) and the Southern Illinois Center for a 
Sustainable Future. A founding member of Shawnee Audubon Society, the local IAS 
chapter, John currently serves as Conservation Chair. He was honored in 2005 with 
Lƭƭƛƴƻƛǎ !ǳŘǳōƻƴ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴƛǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊ ŀǿŀǊŘΦ 
 

Evening Social  

Touch of NaǘǳǊŜΩǎ .Ǌƛŀƴ /ǊƻŦǘ ǿƛƭƭ Ǉƭŀȅ ƎǳƛǘŀǊ while people work on their Shawnee Talking Wands and enjoy 

ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΦ 

 

Friday, April 16, 2010: 

 

Early Morning Birding - 6:00 ς 7:00AM 

Zee zee zee zee zip!  Throw your binoculars around your neck, meet Vicki Lang-Mendenhaul and start 

your day to a cacophony of bird song right outside your door.  The lake is just a short walk away.  Seeit-

seeit-seeit where-where-where ta-wit-towit!   

 

Yoga at Dawn - 6:00 ς 7:00AM, $5.00 Fee 

Greet the morning sun with yoga practice each day.  Find your nurturing breath, stretch your 

supportive spine, engage your powerful center, focus your mind, and prepare yourself to meet your 

day! 

 

When the energy simply flows through us, just as it flows through the grass and the trees and 

the ravens and the bears and the moose and the ocean and the rocks, we discover that we are 

ƴƻǘ ǎƻƭƛŘ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΦ LŦ ǿŜ ǎƛǘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ DŀƳǇƻ [ƘŀǘǎŜ ƛƴ ŀ ƘǳǊǊƛŎŀƴŜΣ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ 

ourselves from the trueness and the vividness and the immediacy and the lack of confirmation 

of simply being part of life, then we are not this separate being who has to have things turn out 

our way. - Pema Chodron  

           
                    Jan Sundberg 



Day-long Eco-Excursions 8:30 AM ς 4:00 PM (Bag lunches provided) 

 

Minimum and maximum enrollment numbers exist for each excursion.  Please register early and number 

your choices in order of preference 1-3 (1 being your 1st choice). Please indicate AM or PM for {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΩǎ 

Half-Day Eco-Excursions. 

 

1. Cache River Excursion- professional development workshop 

Join Curt Carter and the Land for Learning staff as we paddle and explore the beautiful 
Cache River Wetlands. Participants will experience the past, present and learn about the 
ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƛƳƻǊŘƛŀƭ ƎŜƳΧ [ŜŀǊƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ weave geology, history, biology, botany 
and hydrology into a web of wetland understanding. Experience the Cache River 
through the eyes of Aldo Leopold as we model interpretive techniques inspired by the 
Leopold Education Project. We will spend most of our time on the water in canoes. We 
will dedicate both space and time for solo reflection and take a closer look at the art of 
phenology. Rumor has it, we will have the opportunity to speak to the ancient-
grandfather cypress and hear the music of the swamp!  No experience necessary.  Dress 
for the weather.  Come prepared laugh, learn and grow!   
 

2. Giant City State Park Day ςRock Climb / Interpretive Hike 

Sandstone Rock Climb  

Set your goal and obtain it by climbing at Devil's Standtable in 

Giant City State Park near Touch of Nature Environmental 

Center.  ¦ƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ¢ƻǳŎƘ ƻŦ bŀǘǳǊŜΩǎ ¦ƴŘŜǊǿŀȅ 

Adventure Program, experience a new challenge as you strive to 

reach the top and feel the accomplishment as you rappel back 

down the cliff.  Climbers choose ascent routes depending on the 

challenge level desired.  Whether a seasoned veteran or a 

newbie to the sport, come learn, stretch and have some fun with 

our experienced rock climbing staff in nature's beautiful setting.   

The session will be prefaced by a 15-minute overview about the rock you will be scaling 

and that of region as a whole.  Liz Evanoff, an SIUC graduate student will deliver the 

short lesson. 

Forest Plants - Edible, Medicinal, Utilitarian 

IƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ Dƛŀƴǘ /ƛǘȅ bŀǘǳǊŜ ¢Ǌŀƛƭ ǿƛǘƘ ¢ƻǳŎƘ ƻŦ bŀǘǳǊŜΩǎ Scott Ferguson, a local expert, to 

understand the significance of the flora in survival for early Southern Illinois inhabitants. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
       Jan Sundberg 



Sustainability  Sampler 

Includes the following: 

 Vermicomposting Facility , Southern Illinois University Carbondale 

 Green Retreat Excursion  

Tour GreenRetreat for a discussion of incorporating "green" technologies into 

business!  GreenRetreat's 97 acres will be viewed via a hayride.  Recent land 

improvements will be pointed out between tours of the newly constructed 

buildings.  The focus will be on the technologies employed in each building and 

the limitations of being bank-funded and for-profit.  The presentation will be 

informal and guided by the participants' questions and interests.  Technical 

specifications can be provided to the participants after the tour.  Visit us at 

www.greenretreat.com for a preview of our facilities! 

 Alto Vineyard ς Vineyard and winery tour  

 Bison Bluffs ς Local Bison Ranch 

 

EEAI Annual Meeting 7:00 PM ς 8:00 PM 

 

Evening Social  

Music -- Curt Carter  

Shawnee Talking Wands 

Silent Auction  

 
            Jan Sundberg 
 

http://www.greenretreat.com/


Saturday, April 17, 2010: 

 

Early Morning Birding - 6:00 ς 7:00AM 

See Friday morning for description!  

 

Yoga at Dawn - 6:00 ς 7:00AM, $5.00 Fee 

 See Friday morning for description! 

 

Half-Day Eco-Excursions - AM: 8:30-11:30 and PM: 1:30-4:30 (except the trip to Kerr Canyon 

ŀƴŘ wƛŎƘΩǎ /ŀǾŜ ς see below) 

 

Minimum and maximum enrollment numbers exist for each excursion.  Please register early and number 

your choices in order of preference 1-3 (1 being your 1st choice). Please indicate AM or PM for the Half-Day 

Eco-Excursions. 

 

1.    Spring Birds and Wildflowers ς Vicki Lang (AM and PM) 

In April, the forest floor is carpeted with a plethora of 

wildflower species and the neo-tropical songbird 

migration is at its peak.  Join a ¢ƻǳŎƘ ƻŦ bŀǘǳǊŜΩǎ bird 

expert and nature lover for a trek through one of 

Southern Illinois finest trails.  Immerse yourself in the 

spectacular diversity of spring wildflowers while identifying avian              Jan Sundberg 

species by sight and sound.  The terrain is moderate to rugged on a 2+ mile trail.  

2.    Spring YŜǊǊ /ŀƴȅƻƴ ŀƴŘ wƛŎƘΩǎ /ŀǾŜ ςHank Schafermeyer and Tony Calabrese (AM & PM) This Eco-

Excursion requires an extra 15 minutes for transportation and will run from 8:15 ς 11:30 in the morning and 

1:15 ς 4:30 in the afternoon. 

/ƻōŘŜƴΩǎ YŜǊǊ /ŀƴȅƻƴ 

Nomadic home, early farmers, nuance, playground and private nature preserve.  

Hike a small canyon full of rock shelters, bluffs, streams and, after a rain, waterfalls.  

As we hike, we will witness evidence of those who have visited and used the canyon 

over the centuries.  Most of the hiking will be off-trail and requires shallow stream 

crossings.  There is also a short ascent out of the canyon. 

A Southern Illinois Eco-Experience 
!ŦǘŜǊ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƘƛƪŜ ƛƴ YŜǊǊ /ŀƴȅƻƴΣ ¢ƻƴȅ ŀƴŘ Iŀƴƪ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ŀƴ муслΩǎ ōŀǊƴ ŀƴŘ 
hike to an historic cave.  This trip will include a blacksmith demonstration, geology 
and flint ƭŜŎǘǳǊŜΣ ŀƴ ƻǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ LƭƭƛƴƻƛǎΩ bŀǘƛǾŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǘǊŜƪ 
ǘƻ wƛŎƘΩǎ /ŀǾŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǾŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
cave will not be entered due to the threat of White-nose Syndrome. 
 



3.    Morel Mushroom Hunting Foray ς Joe McFarland (AM and PM) 

Join Illinois Department of Natural Resources magazine 

staff writer Joe McFarland as he explores the mixed 

woodlands surrounding Touch of Natureτwith a mission:  

a hunt for the delectable spring mushrooms known as 

morels. Mid April is prime morel season in southern 

Illinois, and McFarland, co-ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ōƻƻƪ ά9ŘƛōƭŜ 

²ƛƭŘ aǳǎƘǊƻƻƳǎ ƻŦ Lƭƭƛƴƻƛǎ ŀƴŘ {ǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ {ǘŀǘŜǎΣέ  

(2009 University of Illinois Press) will explain how and why 

fungi are a critically important part of a healthy forest, as 

well as offer expert tips for locating morel mushrooms.               Joe McFarland 

Registration for each session (Saturday morning and Saturday afternoon) is limited 

to 20 for each group. Dress for the weather. Additional Illinois fungi education 

material for your classroom will be provided. 

 

1. Nature Photography with Point and Shoot Cameras ς Jan Sundberg (AM) 

Bring a camera and your questions. Jan, a local expert, will start the   

session with a short review of composition and 

suggestions for getting the most quality possible from 

digital point and shoot cameras.  While early morning 

light is still good, we'll explore and photograph Touch of 

Nature's outdoor offerings.  After you select one or two 

of your photos to share with the group (optional), we'll 

view them together to reinforce concepts.  Questions will 

be answered as they arise throughout the session--

especially while shooting outdoors and during the review    

Jan Sundberg   portion of the program. 

  
2. Go! Track the Mammoth! ς Steve Gariepy (AM) 

Local teaching artist and hiking advocate leads field exercises while considering 
previous cultures and mega-fauna adaptation and extinction.  Utilizing primitive 
skills and tools, imagination, storytelling, and the creation and use of ceremonial 
objects, the program taps into our human past and relates these skills to our 
modern outdoor experiences and daily living. 

 
3. The Mud Daubers' Lesson ς Steve Gariepy (PM) 

Visit the creek and turn raw materials into clay, consider prehistoric Southern Illinois 
potters, the Hopewell and Cahokia.  Make small pieces through hand building and 
learn about wood firing such pieces on your own. 
 

4. Beyond Dreamcatchers ς Building Symbols ς Randy Osborn (PM) 

Workshop participants will learn Dreamcatcher basics and explore the symbols that 
comprise them. With a focus on metaphors, values clarification, and transfer of 
ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōǳƛƭŘ ŀ {ǳǇŜǊ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ {ƛȊŜ άaŜŘƛŎƛƴŜ /ŀǘŎƘŜǊέ ǘƘŀǘ ǎȅƳōƻƭƛȊŜǎ 


